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Introduction

The strata sequence currently used is J5B, it is a sequence based on the J5 data and is unique to J5. Itisa
component of the final version of the JPD developed during the 2011 and 2012 study seasons. (The JPD sequence
was formed by the amalgamation of unit sequences from J1, J2, 13, and J5.) The previous unit sequence, J5A, can be
found here.

Back to top

The strata definition chart (J5B)

phase|st; sub-stratum (efinition of stratum and sub-stratum

Oz 00 [ntentionally 1 aned ﬁﬂ 03) J05 strata A
9p 10 [nterseasonal Accumulations (£201) Sequential (largs fils)
Om 20 [Topsoil on tell surface (f1) s0-J5B
Om 30 [First accumulations under topsoil (£7) :égg
Oc 50 [ate accumulations including soil lenses (f22 330-J5B
8r 60 [Temporary occupations (£26) s 30158

T 8m |70 Minor Middle Assyrian accumulations (f12. 13) et

Tv 120 [Last Mittani accumulations (£75) s 120-15B
Tv 122 IConstruction of alternate entrance to temple mound (£37) %
v 128 Remodeling of entrance (f45. f192) : 130-15B
75 130 [Use of Western Temple Entrance (f63) 5 148.15B
7m | 148 [Westward expansion of temple d (21, 70) e

7i 161 IContinued erosion of built-up surfaces and attempts to control it (f155, £218, 222

7f 174 Soil escarpment against early revetment wall (£74).

7f 176 A ccumulations atop soil and sherd floors (f244)

7f 178 Stone staircase and associated floor (£205. £246).

7f 180 Mittani structures to contol water erosion against revetment wall

7f 180a Brick dam and settling basin to control erosion ("“wes2).

7f 1800 Mittani accumulations atop EDIII glacis (f190, f191).

Tc 190 Earliest Mittani deposits (f258).

3s 620 [EDIII accumulations covering and abutting escarpments (£249).

3p 630 Construction of the second (mud) escarpment (£241. £242).

3n 640 [First floors and deposits atop first (stone) escarpment.

3n 640a Deposits atop floors and escarpment stones (£274).

3n 640b First floor after SE wall constructed (278).

3m | 650 [EDIIT modifications and additions to the revetment wall.

3m 650a Slanted stones between EDIII wall and NinV escarpment (293, z2).

3m 650b Construction of the SE portion of the revetment wall (f189).

31 660 [Floors abutting the stone excarpment.

31 660a Accumulations on pebble floor (£282).

31 660b Pebble floor that abuts stone escarpment (f288).

3d 720 [Ninevite V construction of west part of revetment wall system (f41, “escl)

2m | 850 Earliest wall LC37? (£284).
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Strata sequences

March 2016 - G. Buccellati
The home for this page is MOZAN SITEWIDE / STRATIGRAPHY | Principles

Strata sequences are direclty related to the actual data, clustered as to the relation between contact associations and temporal order. They are tied, therefore, to
the individual excavation units, and more broadly to the typological areas within which the excavation units fit.

I give here the current versions, ordered by areas and, where necessary, by unit. Separately. I also give the earlier versions for the sake of reference.

For a longer version see here.

NOTE. Area "MC" stands for the Monumental urban Complex, for which a digital book is not currently available. It comprizes AA. JP and BT, that is, the
Palace, Plaza and Temple Terrace areas.

i Current versions
S G e [AAE carly|July 2005
— AAF late |[July 2005
Area JP (October 2012
Area MC MCC March 2009
[Units in Area AA| June 2007
_ December 2010
Units in Area JP
December 2010
Earlier sequences
(missing)
March 2001
September 2001
Area AA IAAC phases overview||July 2001
MDOG 2001
|AAD compared to C2 ||July 2002
|AAF (missing)
JPA August 2007
Area IP IPB Tuly 2008
JPC (missing)
Area MC IMCA June 2004
Units in Area JP|[JSA unknown
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Overview

The catalogs found in this section span. for the most part, the time periods in which the site was occupied. This is true
for the periods from LC 3 through the Middle Assyrian period. During the Early Dynastic, Akkadian and Mittani periods
(using Mesopotamian chronological categories) the ceramic corpus is larger than other time periods for a variety of
stratigraphic and functional reasons. These include the fact that fewer excavation units were opened for that period or that
the functional contexts resulted in a greater amount of discard, this latter is especially true for the Mittani period. Also true
for the Mittani period is that the catalog is larger becanse of the finer articulation of shapes produced by the local potters.
Included at the end of the Mittani catalog are drawings of some of the painted designs. For the Middle Assyrian period there
are relatively few shapes in the catalog due to the fact that there are few excavated contexts from this date.

For the concept of "heorizon" see in the general Urkesh website, under Background > Horizons.
For an introduction to the Urkesh horizons see in the Mozan sitewide digital book, under Mozan frame.
Back to top

Methodology

The shapes in the various horizons in this section of the Ceramics Book reflect a selection of the shapes that are
characteristic for Mozan/Urkesh during the particular horizon in question. The catalogs as conceived are a working tool for
the analysis of the ceramics from the excavation units in progress of excavation. The shapes were chosen based on the
available data for that period present at the time of the creation of the catalog. Because of this some excavation units are
better represented in the catalog types simply because those units were being excavated when the catalog was being put
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Introduction

The complate analysis of shape and body shards in many umits of Urkesh/Mozan iz due to the hard work and efficiant cooperation of
the dedicated Caramics Team Working tozathar in Mozan I wish to thank this ceramics team for the praparation and analysis of all tha cerzmics that have made
this Ovarvisw possibla: Hammada Hamea Thrahim Khall, Tsmail Masto, Kamiran Faizal, Diadin Mustafa, Sami Hamza and Imad Hamza_ Tn Mozan Marie
Claude Tremouille genercusly helped me to organize the Temple BA sherds in the Urkesh Ceramic Library, a large dedicated display room in the expedition
hnu:e{}{oxanﬂUﬂnuLCuamch‘bmrj)

of third mill ceramics has been encavated in Urkesh dating to the first half of the millernium_ The corpus of ED 11T ceramics.
mnﬂe\im!h&l‘ﬁgh“mmiumnﬂihrgﬁ&m&eH)ﬂmpmﬂneh&emmymiﬁunnﬂhwﬂﬂﬂsnhmhgﬂcﬂhmimﬂemﬂaﬂms&u&m&z
Temple BA excavations on the top of the High Mound in units B1-3, and the Temple Terrace excavations in units J1-3, J5. Other less extensive excavations with
material dating to this time peried occwrred in area K1 (see aspecially pp. 61-3, 69-31) on the sastermn edge of the High Mound. In the Onter City the most
important excavations are in OH2 (OH2), a small excavation which yvielded a portion of an administrative building located on the northeast Additionally the
surfaca collaction in OD30 (QD30), locatad in tha southeast portion of tha Outer City, is probably to ba dated aarly in ED 1T, that is, sometwhat latar than tha ED
Hmmwmdﬂblhmhs,udmuhmawdaxmetynfeﬂ}B&dzﬂlemsthes,me\'egaelsmzdemFmeMmdﬁnﬂTmmdm
including some interior grooved rim jars of the early type (Outer City).

Mwmmmmmmmmmmhmmhgmlmmg_) 101 bowds (bowls), 25 cups (cups)), and 15 pets (pots), 1
miscellaneous for a total of 256 shapes illustrated. In the right hand column the central portion (C2) is dedicated to an overall presentation of ceramic shapes
from important strata (shape catalog).

Ceramic wares found for this period are described in wares). The most prevalent wares used by potfers in the ED III period are Simple ware, Wet Smocth
ware, Chaff Tempered ware and Fine Chaff ware. Fewer vessels were made in Rough ware, Pebble Tempered ware, Metallic ware, Imitation Metallic ware and
Fed Caleite ware. Painted decoration is zlmost never found in this pariod in Urkesh.

The catagorization systam is explained in datzil on the laft side of the Urkesh wabsite (catezorization). Fach typs in the shapa catalog is linked to a detailad
dascription of that type (dascription). In our system every shape shard and some body sherds ara given 2 unique mumber within the overall system which inchudas
the excavation unit it came from, fhe q mumber which links it to its stratisraphic context and 3 mmigue p mumber (pumbaring).

Backto top
Ceramic evidence from Temple BA

Aszociated with early ED ITI strata in Temple BA weare 2 number of cups (cups), mediom (mediom bowl) and small bowls (zmall bowls)) made in Simple
wara. Connactad with this Simple ware is 3 sub-typs consisting of small and medium bowls of 2 finer and hizher firad typa with 2 slizhtly polishad surfaca
(bowl). This sub-type is found in thiz pariod mainly in the femple and probably vas associzted with ritual activities carried ont thare. A small bowd of this type of
Simple wara (B1.184) was axcavated from the same deposit 25 tha lion statue, Interastingly fhis type of fine Simple ware in the shape of cups also was fomd
later in the abd, also a ritual context. Medium jars and some larg= jars are made in this period in Wet Smooth ware (WS ware). Some of these jars can have arow
of a fine horizontal rope decoration applied near the rim. Addstionally folded rim jars with an inferior groeved rim begin in this period (jarz with groove rim).
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